Racial variation in lung cancer.
Lung cancer claimed about 153,000 lives in 1994 in the United States. Despite research overall lung cancer survival has still not improved during the last 20 years, with 5-year relative survival remaining about 13%. In addition several epidemiologic and molecular studies showed a difference in the incidence of lung cancer in the three major races. The aim of our study was to investigate the variations of race in lung cancer patients, in order to identify potential risk factors linked to the different racial status. In this light we compared a 10 years lung cancer data of black population from Howard University Hospital, Washington D.C., U.S.A. and a 20 years data of white population from the Vienna University Hospital, Austria. Our results did not show any significant difference in mean age or tumor localization in both groups, but highlighted a remarkable difference in the incidence of the lung cancer histological types also according to the sex. In this respect it could be more successful to consider carcinogenesis like a protracted process of gene function deregulation in response to cell injury from exposure to genotoxic substances with individual specificity.